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Dear Parents,  

It has been an exciting first half of the academic year in Chatham as we continue to de-

velop our programs for student learning. We have implemented new curricular materi-

als and classroom experiences, while honing teacher instructional practices through 

professional development opportunities.  We have also launched new initiatives to fur-

ther enrich the learning experiences of our students.  To provide more information 

about these exciting times, I have highlighted  just a few of the many enhancements to 

Chatham’s curriculum, instruction and programs.  I will also share additional newslet-

ters on a periodic basis throughout the year.   

Happy New Year!   

Karen A. Chase  

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction  

This year, Drew University Professor, Olivia Harris, and the Drew theater students 

visited grade 12 health classes to present a series of theater acts.  Professor Harris and 

her students illustrated decision making by acting out numerous scenarios related to 

subject matter, including but not limited to, affirmative consent and other topics rela-

tive to college aged students.  Each class had the opportunity to engage with the per-

formers while sharing their own thoughts and insight on the implications of choices.  

To further enhance this learning experience, Ms. Samantha Kenney, health teacher, 

conducted a series of extension lessons and activities.  

Healthy Dialogue for CHS Seniors 

The We are Chatham program provides the opportunity to celebrate the uniqueness of 

members of the Chatham High School Community.  If you have not already had the 

opportunity to do so, please take a moment to visit the We are Chatham webpage to 

hear the stories of these individuals. A special thank you to Mr. Connor Henderson, 

teacher at Chatham High School, for coordinating this initiative.  

We are Chatham  

http://www.chatham-nj.org/Page/6964
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Curriculum 

To foster a love reading and to promote literacy, Ms. Rebecca Zarabi and Ms. 

Jacqueline Chirico, library media specialists, initiated a Read it Forward program at 

Chatham Middle School.  The Read it Forward program is based on the principle of 

forwarding kindness to others as illustrated in Catherine Ryan Hyde’s novel Pay it 

Forward.  As part of the Read it Forward, students and staff have been asked to 

demonstrate random kindness by reading and then sharing the story that a good 

book allows.  The book selected for the Read it Forward program is Gordon 

Korman’s Schooled, a novel about a middle school boy named Capricorn Anderson 

who makes a unique impact on his school.  Ms. Zarabi and Ms. Chirico have sched-

uled a series of activities throughout the year in an effort to promote the initiative 

including a visit by Gordon Korman in the spring.    

As part of a unit study on the effects of politics and economic change on social aspects of family life, stu-

dents in AP Spanish Language had the privilege of interviewing Señora Alba R. Alfonso, mother of Ms. 

Josephine Serrano, supervisor of world languages and ESL.  Señora Alfonso spoke about her personal 

experiences in Cuba while the new Castro regime rose to power.  Señora Alfonso shared her experiences 

as an immigrant recounting the pain of leaving her home in Cuba for a new home in America.  Prior to 

Señora Alfonso’s visit, students had the opportunity to speak with Mrs. Marta Swieszkowski de Fernàn-

dez, mother of two Chatham students.  Like Señora Alfonso, Señora de Fernàndez shared a similar expe-

rience that she faced during the “Guerra Sucia” in Argentina. As a result of their conversation with Seño-

ra Alfonso and Señora de Fernàndez,  all of which was conducted in Spanish, students gained an incredi-

ble insight into how one’s life is affected by the society in which they live. 

Read it Forward at Chatham Middle School  
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On November 18th and 20th, several teachers of grades 2-5 participated in professional develop-

ment focused on differentiating instruction for high-ability learners.  Under the direction of Dr. 

Jeanne Purcell, a leading expert in the field of gifted education, and author of numerous books 

including, Designing Services and Programs for High-Ability Learners, teachers designed pre-

assessments to gauge students’ readiness with regard to mathe-

matical standards.  Dr. Purcell returned to the district on Janu-

ary 8th to provide teachers with an understanding of how to tier 

lessons and design alternative activities for students at various 

readiness levels.     

Teachers as Learners 

Reading Workshop is Underway 
As an additional enhancement to the elementary literacy program the district 

has adopted a reading workshop model for instruction in grades K-3.  Reading 

workshop is an instructional approach used to explicitly teach students strate-

gies to support the reading process.  During reading workshop, teachers meet 

with students in small groups to provide direct strategy instruction.  Students 

are also provide opportunities to engage with texts during independent reading 

time.  To support the initiative, the district purchased The Units of Study for 

Teaching Reading by Founding Director of the Teachers College Reading and 

Writing Project, Lucy Calkins.  Additionally, Ms. JoEllen McCarthy, a consult-

ant with the Educator Collaborative, will be working with teachers throughout 

the year.  Ms. McCarthy will lead a series of professional development work-

shops in order to support the teachers in the implementation of reading work-

shop.   

Please visit the district website for more information 

about the School District of the Chathams’ programs.  

http://www.chatham-nj.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=1

